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Galatians 3:26-29.

For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor 

Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in 

Christ Jesus...

Paul’s words here are some of the most cherished in all of scripture. Sadly, they are also some 
of the most frequently twisted (2 Peter 3:16). Many people twist “there is no male and 
female” to deny gender distinctions. When women are appointed to positions of church 
leadership that the New Testament reserves for qualified men, they often cite Galatians 3:29. 
Increasingly, others cite “there is no male or female” to advocate for transgender identities. 
Many others twist “there is no Jew or Greek” to deny realities of race. Well-meaning people 
often boast of being “color-blind,” citing Galatians 3:29. Certainly, it’s right for Christians 
to show no partiality (James 2:1). However, if we are truly color-blind, we rob the church of 
her diverse beauty, and we become blind to some issues of sin and injustice.

Jack McKinney wrote, “Paul was not saying that upon one’s baptism he or she ceased to be 
a ‘Jew’ or ‘Greek’ or ‘slave’ or ‘free man,’ or a ‘male’ or ‘female’… Instead, Paul was 
insisting that equal status is found for all in Christ” (Truth for Today Commentary, Galatians, 
pg. 155). In the church at Galatia, many converts believed themselves to be “more Christian” 
because of their zealous obedience to the Old Law. Paul confronted this evil by penning the 
entire letter to the Galatians and writing “you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

How would you respond if I asked you to rank every member at Hillcrest from most 

Christian to least Christian? I hope you would be repulsed! From elders, to teachers, to 
recent converts, to those mature in faith, from the most active to the least, we are ALL ONE 
IN CHRIST JESUS. There is no such thing as a “most Christian” because we are saved by 
faith and not by works.

Don’t regard yourself as more of a Christian than someone else because of your zeal. Don’t 
regard yourself as less of a Christian than someone else because of your lack. If you have put 
on Christ, you are a valued member of His body. Your status in Christ is not determined by 
your works. That means you can stop comparing yourself to others and start being who God 
created you to be. You have a unique purpose in the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12). You 
are created for good works (Ephesians 2:10). Now get to work!

    Caleb Boggs
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If you can’t be here when we worship, visit our website, 
Facebook page or YouTube channel to join us live or to 
catch up on what you missed.

Our Holiday Dinner will be this Friday in the 
activities center at 6:30.  Please register using 
the form on the welcome desk or on the Hill-

crest Facebook page. It is a family meal and you are 
encouraged to invite your family and friends. 

If you have a  Hootenanny talent that you would be 
willing to share that evening, see Laurel Pendergraft or 
Madelaine Giebler.  

TriState Youth Series will be next Sunday in Pittsburg.  
The van will leave at 1:45. 

The ladies will be having a Christmas sign painting event 
on November 28 at 6:00 in the activities center.  There will 
be various designs available starting at $20.  If you are 
interested, please see Molly Cobb and let her know that 
you plan to attend. 

There are some extra Fruit of the Spirit books on the 
welcome desk you may take for friends or relatives.  

There are still chairs available in the middle hallway. 

Pea Ridge is having a Young Adult Fellowship this 
Saturday.  This will be a good opportunity to connect with 
other young adults in the area.  See the bulletin board for 
details.

Grades 7-12 can sign up for the house retreat on Decem-
ber 9 -11.  See Caleb to sign up and to get more details.  
This will be a great retreat.  Plan to attend.  

    And those who belong to Christ      
  Jesus have crucified the flesh    
  with its passions and desires.   
                  Galations 5:24

Kay Anderson, Travis Bell, Carol Bessman, Fred Bukow-
ich, Kim Cable, Vera Cornell, Lee Crabtree, Don Deffen-
baugh, Joe and Teresa Freund, Pete Griffin, Glen 
Honeycutt, Molly Jackson, Wayne King, Millie Lyons, 
Pam McMahan, Sherry Merrill,  Robyn Pearce, Mebyl 
Privett, Brandon Ross (Debi’s grandson),  Shanna (Cher-
yl’s daughter), Harold Speir, Edith Toney, Lisa Toney, 
Ken Tyler. 

Kathy Friend remains in the hospital but is  improving. 
She has moved to the rehab wing. The hospital address is 
on the office desk.  

Glen Honeycutt will make a trip to St. Louis this week for 
a preop visit with the surgery scheduled for December 12.

Our sympathy is extended to Karla Irvin on the death of 
her mother.  Karla is our custodian.  Please sign the card 
on the welcome desk. 

Every "One" Counts:  When you give an 
extra dollar each Sunday, it goes to help some-
one in need. This week we helped a couple of 

our members who experienced some unexpected expens-
es.  If you know someone in need, please contact Jennifer 
Daniels or Natalie McInturff. 

Devo and Donuts is Tuesday morning at 7:00 in the 
activities center.  Invite your friends and join us in 
this morning devotional.   

WORSHIP LEADERS

                     Today                       This  Wednesday

AM Opening Prayer:  Jason Bryan  Announcements:  Aaron Wilson

AM Closing Prayer:  Karson Thomas  Singing:  Liam Hayes           

Communion Prayers:  Tim Murray  Invitation:  Casey Flint 

PM Opening: Jonathan Pendergraft  Opening Prayer:  Austin Fehring

PM Closing:  Pat Andrews   Closing Prayer:  Jackson Collinsworth

  

Today’s Sermons

       A.M.:   Those Who Belong to Christ

       (Gal. 5:24, Danny Boggs)    

       P.M.:   Those Who Belong to Christ, Part 2

                   (Gal. 5:24, Danny Boggs) 

                    

RECORDS   11-6-22   11-7-21

Bible Study       155        130

AM Worship       203        170

PM Worship               107

Wednesday               134

Contribution                 $8,791.31       $8,041.19

Budget  $8,250.00    $8,000.00


