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The Judge of All the Earth
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Abraham had never seen a town like
Sodom. Nor had he ever seen God do something like he was about to do to that town.
The old man knew that Sodom was Sin City.
But how could God do something decisive
against it without sweeping the righteous
away along with the wicked (Genesis 18:23)?
Abraham begged God to preserve the city if
he could only find ten upright people in it.
God answered, “For the sake of ten I will not
destroy it” (Genesis 18:32). Alas, not even
ten could be found.
Abraham asked a big question, one that
sometimes challenges us: “Shall not the
Judge of all the earth do right?” (Genesis
18:25) God is sovereign over everyone and
everything on earth. No ruler outranks him.
No law trumps his.
Faithful people in the Bible believed God
was actively judging the earth. At their best,
they trusted that he was doing it the right way.
They believed he rewarded good and punished evil. What Abraham couldn’t understand was how God could sweep away
Sodom’s wickedness without catching the
righteous in the dustpan, too. But God knows
what he is doing. “If he condemned the cities
of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by
reducing them to ashes, making them an example of what is going to happen to the
ungodly, and if he rescued righteous Lot,
greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of
the wicked (for as that righteous man lived
among them day after day, he was tormenting
his righteous soul over their lawless deeds
that he saw and heard); then the Lord knows
how to rescue the godly from trials, and to
keep the unrighteous under punishment until

the day of judgment, and especially those
who indulge in the lust of defiling passion
and despise authority” (2 Peter 2:6-10).
Maybe we know something now that Abraham did not know: one big Day of Judgment
is coming.
God will always do right. He wants us to
do the same. Everyone will meet God as
Judge one day (Romans 14:12). The kind of
life we lived will be examined in light of
God’s character, as revealed in His statutes
and judgments. “For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ, so that
each one may receive what is due for what he
has done in the body, whether good or evil”
(2 Corinthians 5:10). No one will get worse
than they deserve; some will get better than
they deserve.
The Judge of all the earth will be loving
and merciful to everyone who has demonstrated a desire for his love and mercy. For
those whose spiritual and moral life has borne
little resemblance to God’s, judgment will be
without mercy. For those who have tried to
mirror His love and holiness, God’s mercy
will triumph over judgment (James 2:13).
“Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day,
and not only to me but also to all who have
loved his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:8). We
can have confidence in the Day of Judgment
(1 John 4:17).
The Judge of all the earth will always do
the right thing. Count on it.
Danny Boggs

This week we will read pages 56-60 on “self-control”
from our fruit of the Spirit book. This will finish our
readings for the fruit of the Spirit. Thank you to all the
authors who wrote for the book and for all of you who
participated together by reading the book each week.

Kay Anderson, Travis Bell, Carol Bessman, Fred Bukowich, Kim Cable, Vera Cornell, Lee Crabtree, Don Deffenbaugh, Joe and Teresa Freund, Pete Griffin, Glen
Honeycutt, Molly Jackson, Jean Kidwell, Wayne King,
Millie Lyons, Pam McMahan, Sherry Merrill, Robyn
Pearce, Mebyl Privett, Brandon Ross (Debi’s grandson),
Harold Speir, Edith Toney, Lisa Toney, Ken Tyler.
Kathy Friend remains in the hospital.

Our Fall Festival is tomorrow night from 5:00 - 6:30 in
the activities center. Please sign up on the bulletin board
to bring cookies, candy or apple cider. Come and invite
your friends to join you. Be there to greet our community
visitors. There will be a lot of activities for the children.
See Jennifer Daniels or Natalie McInturff if you would
like to help.
Men’s BBQ night is Tuesday. The van will leave at
6:00 to go to Big Ben’s in Carthage.

Every "One" Counts: When you give an
extra dollar each Sunday, it goes to help
someone in need. This week we helped a family from
NCS. If you know someone in need, please contact Jennifer Daniels or Natalie McInturff.

Men’s Breakfast will be this Thursday at 7:00 at Braum’s.
Join us for food and fellowship.

Devo and Donuts is Tuesday mornings at 7:00 in
the activities center. Invite your friends and join
your peers in this morning devotional.

Gospel Meeting on the Move starts next Sunday at 7:00
each evening. Plan to be at the designated church each
evening to support this effort. Our regular evening services will be dismissed so that everyone can attend. Both
vans will be going to the meetings each night. Sign up on
the bulletin board to ride.
The lessons for the series will be four views about Jesus
from each of the Gospels.
Sunday: Jesus According to Matthew at Carthage
(Danny Boggs)
Monday: Jesus According to Mark at Hillcrest
(Jake King)
Tuesday: Jesus According to Luke at Seneca
(Paul Walvoord)
Wednesday: Jesus According to John at Joplin
(John Johnson)

If you can’t be here when we worship, visit our website,
Facebook page or YouTube channel to join us live or to
catch up on what you missed.
We will have a short devotional and introduction to our
topic of “gentleness” from the fruit of the Spirit this
evening and then move to our discussion groups. Discussion questions are on the welcome desk for tonight.
Please sign the birthday cards for a couple of children at
Fair Haven Children’s Home. They are on the welcome
desk.

Today’s Sermons
A.M.: Gentleness
(Danny Boggs)
P.M.: Gentleness
(Discussion Groups)

Join us next Sunday at 1:30 at Gran Villas for a devotional. You will encourage them and each other.

On Monday, November 7, Hillcrest will be hosting Gospel
Meeting on the Move. Please sign up on the bulletin board
to bring a fruit tray or two dozen cookies to be served
after the meeting.
Set your clocks back one hour this Saturday night
and join us for Bible class at 9:00.

WORSHIP LEADERS
Today
AM Opening Prayer: Matt Hayes
AM Closing Prayer: Kaed Thomas
Communion Prayers: Caleb Boggs
PM Opening Prayer: Josh King
PM Closing Prayer: Bryan Reiboldt

This Wednesday
Announcements: Bob Murray
Singing: Darren Pierce
Invitation: John Deffenbaugh
Opening Prayer: Jared Hyder
Closing Prayer: Justin Lankford

RECORDS
Bible Study
AM Worship
PM Worship
Wednesday
Contribution
Budget

10-23-22
147
199
136
115
$8,509.60
$8,250.00

10-24-21
120
176
104
125
$7,745.99
$8,000.00

