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   Mike and I have just returned from Ekwendeni, Malawi where we were honored to 

represent Hillcrest in the Bear Valley preacher student graduation ceremony and new campus 

initiation. They displayed honest gratitude for our presence. The thankfulness that flowed 

from the village chiefs, directors of the school, and students because of the partnership 

formed less than two years ago between the Hillcrest congregation and the school was so 

very humbling. I heard phrases like, "It is a dream come true". This deep gratitude stems from 

the fact that what we have helped them do with the building of this campus goes far beyond 

the brick and mortar of which it is built.

     Before the building was even started, a well was dug by and with the generosity of Healing 

Hands. This well means life, health, and hope for the surrounding village since it is also for 

them and not just the school. This well is not just the source of clean water, but opens doors 

to present the "living water" of the gospel to the community. Upon completion of the well a 

year or so ago, there was a formal ceremony which included the local chiefs,  who, because 

of their deep gratitude, gave the green light to evangelize the village. Bear Valley is proving 

to be a treasured neighbor to this area. If the building had not been promised, the well would 

not have been drilled.

     It is more than a building because by having their own facility, it removes the wasteful 

expense of rent. This savings allows them to shift that money to much better uses.

     With the building of this facility came the gifting of land from the chiefs. The school now 

owns approximately ten acres upon which they have already started growing garden vegeta-

bles.  The food from this land reduces the amount of food that has to be bought for the school, 

further reducing costs, allowing them to use that money for better purposes. Any excess that 

is produced from these plots can be sold for the benefit of the school.

     By having this new building, they can now house and train at least twice as many students. 

Their old building was too small and would only allow about 15 students. This next year, 

there will be 30 students enrolled in the program! Think about it-- twice as many men being 

trained as preachers for less than the cost of what it would take to support one man in a U.S. 

preacher training school! The potential for eternal impact upon the souls of men in that 

country (and perhaps others) is astounding! Without the building, this opportunity would not 

exist.

     Ephron, the in-country director, Clergynton,  the co-director, and Donnie Estep, the 

director from the States, and all the local citizens of the area, including the chiefs, want 

Hillcrest to know of their gratitude,  because they understand this effort goes far beyond just 

a building. 

     Thank you for sending us on this trip . It was truly an honor for us to be able to represent 

the gracious giving that God has made possible through you.

                                  In His Service-- Tim Murray 
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This week we will read pages 50-54 on “gentleness” from 

our fruit of the Spirit book. Read one page for each week-

day. Come prepared to participate in your groups each 

Sunday evening. Large print versions and extra copies are 

still available on the welcome desk.   

Our Fall Festival is October 31 from 5:00 - 6:30 in the 

activities center.  Please sign up on the bulletin board to 

bring cookies, candy or apple cider. Come and invite your 

friends to join you. The community has been invited. 

Greet those who come. There will be a lot of activities for 

the children.   See Jennifer Daniels or Natalie McInturff if 

you would like to help. 

Gospel Meeting on the Move is November 6-9 at 7:00 

each evening.  Plan to be at the designated church each 

evening to support this effort.  Our regular evening servic-

es will be dismissed so that everyone can attend. Both vans 

will be going to the meetings each night.  Sign up on the 

bulletin board to ride. 

The lessons for the series will be four views about Jesus 

from each of the Gospels. 

Sunday: Jesus According to Matthew at Carthage

(Danny Boggs)

Monday: Jesus According to Mark at Hillcrest

(Jake King)

Tuesday: Jesus According to Luke at Seneca

(Paul Walboord)

Wednesday: Jesus According to John at Joplin

(John Johnson)  

Thank you all so much for your thoughtfulness and gener-

ous contribution in Kyran’s honor.  It will help greatly in 

helping other young people that share Kyran’s passions.

  Josh, Kenya, Kyran and Kylor Addington

Mark your calendars.  Coming in November:

3 - Men’s Breakfast

6 - Gran Villas’ Devotional

6-9 - Gospel Meeting on the Move

12 - Senior Saints Lunch

13 - Tri-State Youth Series, Pittsburg

17 - H.O.P.E. Group

19 - Holiday Dinner

20 - New Devo

24 - Thanksgiving

Kay Anderson, Travis Bell, Carol Bessman, Fred Bukow-
ich, Kim Cable, Vera Cornell, Lee Crabtree, Don Deffen-
baugh, Joe and Teresa Freund, Pete Griffin, Glen 
Honeycutt, Molly Jackson, Jean Kidwell, Wayne King, 
Millie Lyons, Pam McMahan, Sherry Merrill,  Robyn 
Pearce, Mebyl Privett, Brandon Ross (Debi’s grandson),  
Harold Speir, Edith Toney, Lisa Toney, Ken Tyler. 

Every "One" Counts:  When you give an 
extra dollar each Sunday, it goes to help 
someone in need. This week we helped a 

family who had a house fire.  If you know someone in 
need, please contact Jennifer Daniels or Natalie McIn-
turff. 

Devo and Donuts is Tuesday mornings at 7:00 in 
the activities center.  Invite your friends and join 
your peers in this morning devotional.   

If you can’t be here when we worship, visit our website, 
Facebook page or YouTube channel to join us live or to 
catch up on what you missed.

We will have a short devotional and introduction to our 
topic of “faithfulness” from the fruit of the Spirit this 
evening and then move to our discussion groups. Discus-
sion questions are on the welcome desk for tonight.    

Please sign the birthday cards for a couple of children at 
Fair Haven Children’s Home.  They are on the welcome 
desk. 

WORSHIP LEADERS

                     Today                       This  Wednesday

AM Opening Prayer: Todd Tyler  Announcements:  Jim Friend

 AM Closing Prayer:  Mike Kidwell  Singing:  Zane Berner              

Communion Prayers: Todd Murray  Invitation: Joe McLain

PM Opening Prayer:  Josh King  Opening Prayer: Taylor Keith

PM Closing Prayer:  Bryan Reiboldt  Closing Prayer:  Charles Phillips

Today’s Sermons

       A.M.:   Faithfulness

       (Danny Boggs)    

       P.M.:   Faithfulness

                   (Discussion Groups) 

RECORDS   10-16-22   10-17-21

Bible Study       145        134

AM Worship       190        169

PM Worship       129        142

Wednesday       147        167

Contribution                $8,524.56        $9,068.62

Budget  $8,250.00    $8,000.00


