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People who visit our assemblies for the first
time are often struck by obvious differences from
other churches they have visited. One thing has
been really noticeable for a long time. Another is
becoming more conspicuous in the 21st century.
The first is the lack of instrumental music
when we sing. Nobody is playing a piano. There
is no band up front. That’s different!
But it’s not different from the worship of the
original church. Jesus planned for the church
(Matt. 16:18-19), purchased the church with his
blood (Acts 20:28, Eph. 5:25), and put it into
existence through the teaching of his handpicked
apostles and prophets in the first century (Eph.
2:19-22). Here’s what those apostles and prophets told the newborn church to do when it comes
to musical worship: “Let the word of Christ dwell
in you richly, teaching and admonishing one
another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your
hearts to God” (Col. 3:16; cf. Eph. 5:19). Do
what for each other and in thankfulness to God?
Sing! We search in vain for instruction in the
New Testament to worship God musically another way.
Does that matter? Jesus said, “All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey
everything that I have commanded you. And
behold I am with you always to the end of the
age” (Matt. 28:18-20). Jesus is the authorizer for
his church. We aim to do what he authorizes and
to refrain from what he has not authorized; we
want to obey everything that he commanded us.
The reason? We love him. He said, “If you love
me, you will obey what I command” (John 14:15).
The Lord has never appreciated worship that
he has not authorized. Read the first few verses
of Leviticus 10 for a glimpse of that truth. And

did you know that for the first thousand years of
the church’s history, you would never find instrumental music in a church anywhere? And it
didn’t become common for another five hundred
years or more. So it might seem strange today,
but singing alone is the only musical worship
God has ever told the church he wants.
The other thing that is striking to some today
is that everyone they see up front at church is a
man. Men lead the prayers, the singing and the
study of the Bible when we gather. Why?
Haven’t the times changed?
Behind the scenes faithful Christian women
here use their special talents and special touch to
train each other in Christian living and to teach
our children. God is glad (Titus 2:3-4)! They
serve in many other ways, too; and we would be
a pitiful church without godly women.
But when it comes to the times when we are
all together to give attention to God, God has
spoken. He wants the men to lead. “I desire then
that in every place the men should pray…I do not
permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority
over a man” (1 Tim. 2:8,12). Some think that
sounds like outdated tradition. Read that whole
paragraph in the Bible, and you’ll find that it’s
rooted in creation, not culture. The same handpicked apostle adds, “For God is not a God of
confusion but of peace. As in all the churches of
the saints, the women should keep silent in the
churches. For they are not permitted to speak but
should be in submission, as the Law also says…If
anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, he
should acknowledge that the things I am writing
to you are a command of the Lord” (1 Cor. 14:3334,36).
If you are asking questions about these
things, thanks for your inquisitive honesty. If
you’d like help with a better look at the Bible on
these subjects or any other, just ask!
Danny Boggs

The devotional at Gran Villas will be next Sunday at 1:30.
Plan to go and be an encouragement to the residents.

Kay Anderson, Travis Bell, Carol Bessman, Fred Bukowich, Kim Cable, Vera Cornell, Lee Crabtree, Don Deffenbaugh, Joe and Teresa Freund, Sally (Merrill) Fry, Pete
Griffin, Glen Honeycutt, Jean Kidwell, Wayne King, Millie
Lyons, Pam McMahan, Sherry Merrill, Robyn Pearce,
Mebyl Privett, Brandon Ross (Debi’s grandson), Harold
Speir, Edith Toney. Ken Tyler.
Every "One" Counts: When you give an
extra dollar each Sunday, it goes to help someone in need. If you know someone in need,
please contact Jennifer Daniels or Natalie McInturff.
Devo and Donuts is back! Tuesday morning at
7:00 in the activities center will be the first one for
this school year. Invite your friends, come and be a
part of this activity that will start your day on a
positive note.
If you can’t be here when we worship, visit our website,
Facebook page or YouTube channel to join us live or to
catch up on what you missed.
Please sign the birthday card for one of the children at Fair
Haven. It is on the welcome desk.
Wednesday is our final lesson in our series, The Women
Who Fear God. Danny will speak on Lydia. Teens and
adults meet in the auditorium at 7:00..
Lads 2 Leaders will have a 2023 kick off meeting
following evening services tonight in the fellowship room.

Today’s Sermons
A.M.: The Works of the Flesh
(Gal. 5:19-21, Danny Boggs)
P.M.: Lois and Eunice
(2 Tim. 1:5, Caleb Boggs)

We will start reading the book many of our members have
written on the fruit of the Spirit on September 4. Large
print versions and extra copies are available in the back In
September we’ll focus intently on the fruit of the Spirit—
reading every day, sermons on Sunday mornings, and discussion groups on Sunday night.
MOVE Conference in Oklahoma City for grades 7-12 is
coming up on September 9-11! There is a sign-up sheet on
our website. The cost is $40. You can pay Caleb or on the
website. See Caleb if you have additional questions. You
need to sign up today.
Men’s Breakfast will be Thursday at 7:00 at MoJoe's Coffee. Come join your brothers for food and fellowship.
The fall Bible quarter begins next Sunday. Come at 9:00
and join the class of your choice. Wednesday classes start
September 7 at 7:00
NCS is in need of prepackaged snacks for the after school
program. Please drop off items at the ladies corner.
Autumnfest of the Ozark, sponsored by Neosho Christian
Schools is September 24. See the bulletin board for more
details.
Ladies’ Thursday morning Bible study will begin on September 9. Danny will lead the study on Jesus in His Own
Words.
Sundays
Auditorium: BillReiboldt and Pat Andrews
Life of Christ: The Gospels
Room 29: John Deffenbaugh and Glen Honeycutt
1 and 2 Corinthians
Fellowship Room: Danny Boggs
Believe! The Gospel of John
Young Adults, Room 25: Jason Giebler
Practical Christianity: The Book of James
Wednesdays
Auditorium: Josh King and John Deffenbaugh
Phillipians
Fellowship Room: Danny Boggs
Ever After: Eternity to Come
Ladies: AC: Becky Cobb and Carla Murray (facilitators)
Digging Deeper: The Hour Has Come

WORSHIP LEADERS
Today
AM Opening Prayer: Jason Bryan
AM Closing Prayer: Karson Thomas
Communion Prayers: Glen Honeycutt
PM Opening Prayer: Jared Hyder
PM Closing Prayer: Ethan Murray

This Wednesday
Announcements: Eli Giebler
Singing: Charlie Collinsworth
Invitation: Danny Boggs
Opening Prayer: Elijah Boggs
Closing Prayer: Stuart Anderson

RECORDS

8-21-22

8-22-21

Bible Study
AM Worship
PM Worship
Wednesday
Contribution
Budget

151
197
141
152
$8,273.48
$8,250.00

151
199
130
131
$10,243.37
$8,000.00

