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Are We Minding the Interests of God?
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More than ever before, there are many
distractions in life. Gadgets, gizmos, people,
books, media, sports, education, clubs, social
sites, games, hobbies and even careers compete for our attention all the time. It is rather
easy to be drawn away from things of import
and give too much of ourselves to the insignificant and unimportant. One of Satan’s
greatest tools is to lure us off the path with
otherwise legitimate pursuits to the point
we’re neglecting the things of God. At the
end of the day when life
slows down and we can
rest, where does your
mind come to a stop?
What bothers you or
causes you to lose
sleep? What priorities
do you have to begin the
day? Our heart is always
centered on our treasure
for “where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also” (Matt 6:21).
I’m afraid that even in the church too
many of us major in the distractions of life
and minor in the things which are eternal and
spiritual. I know I find myself being pulled
and distracted too many times. As children
of God, the majority of our thoughts and
actions should not be on the things mentioned above which will choke out our spiritual lives (Luke 8:14), but on matters of
eternal consequence which will save our
souls and those souls around us.

Those who are spiritual set their minds
on things of the Spirit and enjoy life and
peace (Rom 8:5). Those who are spiritual
seek the souls of men (Gal 6:1). The spiritual
man contemplates the “things of the Spirit of
God”, namely His divine revelation to us (1
Cor 2:13-16). The one approved of God
pursues “things that make for peace and the
building up of one another” (Rom 14:18-19).
Peter was condemned as a stumbling
block to Jesus because he was minding
man’s interests and not God’s
(Matt 16:23). Martha was
condemned because she was
distracted by the temporal
and away from Jesus (Luke
10:41-42). Demas deserted
Paul and God’s work “having
loved this present world” (2
Tm 4:10).
Are you focused on the things in life that
will still matter in 100 years or do you find
yourself sidetracked by the temporal? Let us
seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and the needs of life will be provided (Matt 6:33). “For momentary, light
affliction is producing for us an eternal
weight of glory far beyond all comparison,
while we look not at the things which are
seen; but at the things which are not seen; for
the things which are seen are temporal, but
the things which are not seen are eternal” (2
Cor 4:17-18).

John Deffenbaugh

On your way out, pick up your free copy of the book many
of our members have written on the fruit of the Spirit. We’ll
start studying from Galatians 5 this morning, and beginning
in September we’ll focus intently on the fruit of the Spirit—
reading every day, sermons on Sunday mornings, and discussion groups on Sunday night.

Kay Anderson, Travis Bell, Carol Bessman, Sean Boggess
(Pat & Penny’s son-in-law), Fred Bukowich, Kim Cable,
Vera Cornell, Lee Crabtree, Don Deffenbaugh, Joe and
Teresa Freund, Sally (Merrill) Fry, Pete Griffin, Coral
Haggard, Glen Honeycutt, Brylee King, Wayne King
(Josh’s granddad), Millie Lyons, Pam McMahan, Sherry
Merrill, Robyn Pearce, Mebyl Privett, Brandon Ross (Debi’s grandson), Harold Speir, Stephanie Talley (Vera C’s
granddaughter) Edith Toney. Ken Tyler.
Mike’s mother, Jean Kidwell is still in the hospital.
Every "One" Counts: When you give an extra
dollar each Sunday, it goes to help someone in
need. This week we helped a widow with her
electric bill. If you know someone in need, please contact
Jennifer Daniels or Natalie McInturff.
If you can’t be here when we worship, visit our website,
Facebook page or YouTube channel to join us live or to
catch up on what you missed.
Please sign the birthday cards for some of the children at
Fair Haven. They are on the welcome desk.
Wednesday is our next lesson in our series, The Women
Who Fear God. David Deffenbaugh will speak on Mary
Magdalene. Teens and adults meet in the auditorium at
7:00..
August 22 we will host the local school teacher’s taco
salad luncheon. Sign up sheets are on the bulletin board if
you can help bring food as we wish them a great school year.

Today’s Sermons
A.M.: Responding Right to the Spirit
(Gal. 5:16-26, Danny Boggs)
P.M.: Good Advise From One Who
Got It Wrong for So Long
(Danny Boggs)

Tri-State Youth Series is today in Cassville. The van will
leave at 3:00.
We are thankful that Danny and Caleb have returned from
Honduras. Our prayers continue for the brethren there and
that the campaign in Jutiapa will continue to bear fruit.
Austin and April Fehring are expecting a baby girl soon.
There is a baby basket in the foyer where you can “shower”
them with gifts. They would appreciate baby wipes, diapers
and diaper genie refills. Please bring your items by Wednesday night.
The Conway church of Christ in Conway, MO, is hosting a
Praise & Harmony Songfest this Saturday afternoon. The
bus will leave Hillcrest at 12:30. Please let Casey Flint know
if you plan to ride along.
The Back to School Ice Cream Social will be after evening
services next Sunday. Please bring ice cream or finger foods.
MOVE Conference in Oklahoma City for grades 7-12 is
coming up on September 9-11! This year will be our first
time attending. Caleb will share a sign-up form for teens to
fill out soon.
Lads 2 Leaders will have a 2023 kick off meeting following
evening services on Sunday, August 28. Stay tuned for more
information.
NCS is in need of prepackaged snacks for the after school
program. Please drop off items at the ladies corner.
Remember NCS’s Dream Big, Pray Bigger fund raiser for
the school. Donate online or send it to the school.
Ladies, Words cannot be expressed for how much your time
and hard work went into preparing so much food for our
family. We are so thankful for the love shown to us in our
time of need. Love,
All of the Deffenbaugh family

WORSHIP LEADERS
Today
AM Opening Prayer: Tucker Anderson
AM Closing Prayer: Bryan Reiboldt
Communion Prayers: Pat Andrews
PM Opening Prayer: Peter Wald
PM Closing Prayer: Sam Collinsworth

This Wednesday
Announcements: Mike Hinman
Singing: Matt Hayes
Invitation: David Deffenbaugh
Opening Prayer: Jim Friend
Closing Prayer: Don Deffenbaugh

RECORDS

8-7-22

8-8-21

Bible Study
AM Worship
PM Worship
Wednesday
Contribution
Budget

185
220
167
150
$8,094.00
$8,250.00

128
165
103
134
$8,320.77
$8,000.00

