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The Bible got into the head of Herod the 

Great.

We read in Matthew 2 that God gave word 

to wise men from the east that Jesus, the king 

of the Jews, had been born.  That news troubled 

Herod.  For some four decades, he had been the 

territorial ruler over the Jews and their neigh-

bors under the authority of Imperial Rome.  

And now a rival king had been born?

Herod assembled the well-informed Jewish 

chief priests and scribes and inquired of them 

where the Christ would be born.  They had a 

ready answer: “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it 

is written by the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethle-

hem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 

among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall 

come a ruler who will shepherd my people 

Israel’” (Matt. 2:5-6, citing Micah 5:2).  Hear-

ing this, he sent the wise men on their way to 

Bethlehem with an order to report back to him 

after they found the child.

What did Herod believe that caused him to 

gather the Jewish religious leaders and to dis-

patch the wise men?

 He believed that people can understand 
the Bible.

 He believed that the Bible holds credi-
ble predictions about the future.

 He believed that the Bible foretold the 
coming of a Christ, a specific and spe-

cial king.

 He believed that the Bible foretold the 
birthplace of that Christ.

Herod had more confidence in the Scriptures 

than many professing Christians do!

The Bible got into Herod’s head, but it 

never got into his heart.

Deceptively, the king told the wise men 

that he wanted to worship the child, too.  In 

truth, he wanted to destroy the boy the same 

way he had eliminated many perceived threats 

from within his own family over the years.  

God warned the wise men in a dream not to 

return to Herod.  “Then Herod, when he saw 

that he had been tricked by the wise men, 

became furious, and he sent and killed all the 

male children in Bethlehem and in all that 

region who were two years old or under, ac-

cording to the time that he had ascertained 

from the wise men” (Matt. 2:16).  Bethlehem 

was a small town and would not likely have 

been running over with baby and toddler boys.  

To see just one, let alone all of them, massacred 

would have been a horrific devastation to the 

community!  Only the baby Jesus escaped.

What did Herod believe that caused him to 

kill all those babies?

 He believed that he could thwart God’s 
big plan and prevent the rise of His 

chosen king.

 He believed that little souls created in 
the image of God were expendable.

 He believed that his own interests were 
more important than God’s will for 

him.

Herod made a mess of faith.  Do you have 

better and more consistent faith than he did?  If 

so, you will have to have the utmost confidence 

in God’s inspired Word.  If so, you will have to 

let that Word make all the difference in your 

life and decisions.  God wants your head and 

your heart.  It has always been that way.  Jesus 

said, “You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your mind.  This is the great and first 

commandment.  And a second is like it: You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matt. 

22:37-39).

             Danny Boggs
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Vacation Bible School was a success.  We had about 40 

guests from ages 2 to grade 6 and about 10 teen guests, 

plus many parents who stayed. We had an attendance of 

between 175-190 each night.  Our Hillcrest children were 

here each night and welcomed our guests.  The teachers 

did a great job of teaching the lessons each night.  Crafts, 

games and snacks were enjoyed.  There were over 60 of 

our church members who helped in some way.  Sarah 

Giebler and her team again did a great job with decora-

tions.  A big thank you to Madison Fehring and Alec for 

directing the children’s program in such an organized and 

positive way.  Thanks to Danny for organizing the adult 

program and to Caleb for organizing and supervising the 

teen program. Thanks to all those who helped.  People 

were involved in so many ways: decorating, planning, 

teaching, watching children, getting supplies, making 

cookies, writing and acting in skits, cleaning up, inviting 

and greeting guests.  Many lives were touched.     

Men’s BBQ Night will be Thursday.  Meet at 6:00 

for a trip to the Big R in Joplin.  

Austin and April Fehring ae expecting a baby girl soon.  

There will be a baby basket in the foyer where you can 

“shower” them with gifts.  They would appreciate baby 

wipes, diapers and diaper genie refills. 

NCS has launched a Dream Big, Pray Bigger fund raiser 

for the school.  You may donate online or send it to the 

school.  More details are on the bulletin board.  Your 

support is greatly appreciated.  

Thank you to all who purchased items for the Honduras 

kids’ gift bags!  Approximately 40 children were blessed 

by your generosity.     Sincerely,

     Tim

From a child at Fair Haven for the birthday card that many 

of you signed:  

          Thank you for caring about me.  Love Trinity

Even a card makes a difference! Let’s remember her and 

others like her in our prayers.    

Kay Anderson, Travis Bell, Carol Bessman, Sean Bog-
gess (Pat & Penny’s son-in-law), Fred Bukowich, Kim 
Cable, Vera Cornell, Lee Crabtree, Joe and Teresa Fre-
und,  Sally (Merrill) Fry, Pete Griffin, Coral Haggard, 
Molly Jackson,  Brylee King, Wayne King (Josh’s grand-
dad), Millie Lyons, Pam McMahan, Sherry Merrill,  
Mebyl Privett, Brandon Ross (Debi’s grandson),  Harold 
Speir, Stephanie Talley (Vera C’s granddaughter)  Edith 
Toney. 

Glen Honeycutt is back in the hospital with an infection. 
He will be there for a while and then continue treatments 
at home.  

Every "One" Counts:  When you give an 
extra dollar each Sunday, it goes to help 
someone in need. This week we helped a 

family who needed transportation fix a vehicle.   If you 
know someone in need, please contact Jennifer Daniels or 
Natalie McInturff. 

If you can’t be here when we worship, visit our website, 
Facebook page or YouTube channel to join us live or to 
catch up on what you missed.

Wednesday is our next lesson in our series, The Women 

Who Fear God.  Aaron Hambelton will have a lesson on 
Esther.  Teens and adults meet at 7:00 in the auditorium. 

“Good Soil”, our Summer Tuesday Youth Devo will be 
at 6:00 at Matt and Kayla Hayes’ home.  Boys are asked 
to bring drinks and  girls are asked to bring desserts.  

WORSHIP LEADERS

                     Today                       This  Wednesday

AM Opening Prayer:  Wayne Douthitt  Announcements:  Benny Haught

AM Closing Prayer:   Trace Wilson  Singing:   Carl Cobb                  

Communion Prayers: Pete Babb  Invitation:   Aaron Hambelton                

PM Opening Prayer:  Josh King  Opening Prayer:  Austin Fehring

PM Closing Prayer: Fred Bukowich  Closing Prayer:  Miles Wolgamott

Today’s Sermons

  A.M:    Three Bears

              (Gal. 6, Danny Boggs)

  

   PM:    Measuring our Maturity

               (Col. 2:1-7, Danny Boggs)

             

RECORDS   7-17-22   7-18-21

Bible Study       128       130

AM Worship       172       197

PM Worship       186       166

Wednesday       182       163

Contribution $8,430.25    $8,231.53

Budget  $8,250.00    $8,000.00


