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Are You a Saint?
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When I hear the word “saint,” I think about a kind of person who is exceptionally righteous.
I don’t think I’ve ever referred to myself as a saint; I would feel like an impostor. You’re
much more likely to hear me refer to myself as simply a Christian. You might be surprised
to learn that the word “Christian” only appears three times in the Bible (Acts 11:26, 26:8; 1
Peter 4:16). By contrast, the word saint/saints appears 81 times in my Bible, and it appears
60 times in the New Testament in reference to Christians! If we spoke to each other in the
same way that God has spoken to us, the word “saint” would be heard far more often than
the word “Christian.”
Wayne Jackson wrote, “[The word “saints”] is derived from a Greek term meaning “separated.” ...A saint (hagios) is one who has gone through the process of sanctification (hagiasmos). It thus denotes one who has been separated from the world and who enjoys a special
relationship with Christ.” (Bible Words and Theological Terms Made Easy, p.160)
In 1 Corinthians 6:9–11, Paul reminds Christians, “…you were washed, you were sanctified,
you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” Anyone
who has been baptized into Christ has been sanctified. All Christians are justly identified by
God as “saints.” We haven’t earned this designation because of our own exceptional
righteousness. Jesus does the work of sanctification. Righteousness can only come from God
(Philippians 3:9).
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Something that I learned only recently is that the Greek word “hagios” is translated in
scripture as “holy” almost three times more often than it is translated as “saint.” Holy and
saint are the same word in the original language of the New Testament, and sanctification is
the process of becoming a holy saint.
To be a sanctified/holy means to be different, separate, and set apart. God has commanded
his people for thousands of years, “You shall be holy, for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:16; Leviticus
11:44). That’s a lot to live up to. We should be known for the exceptional righteousness God
has given us! When people see our good works, they should see our glorious Father in
heaven (Matthew 5:16).

www.neoshochurchofchrist.org

Don’t get lost in the hatred and hopelessness of the world. We are set apart for something
better. Our purpose is to live and look different. If we live faithfully, we won’t really fit in
with those who aren’t Christians. We shouldn’t be alarmed or ashamed. God calls us saints.
God has made us saints. Let’s work to live up to the name God has already given us.
Caleb Boggs

Wednesday is the next lesson in our series, The Women
Who Fear God. Jeremie Beller will be speaking about
Deborah and Jael. All adults and teens will meet in the
auditorium at 7:00.

Kay Anderson, Travis Bell, Carol Bessman, Sean Boggess (Pat & Penny’s son-in-law), Fred Bukowich, Kim
Cable, Vera Cornell, Lee Crabtree, Mary Jane Flint, Joe
and Teresa Freund, Sally (Merrill) Fry, Pete Griffin,
Coral Haggard, Mike and Anita Hinman, Molly Jackson,
Steve Kelly, Brylee King, Wayne King (Josh’s granddad), Millie Lyons, Pam McMahan, Sherry Merrill,
Mebyl Privett, Brandon Ross (Debi’s grandson), Harold
Speir, Stephanie Talley (Vera C’s granddaughter) Edith
Toney.
Mebyl Privett broke her hip and had surgery on Saturday.
Welcome to Jonathan and Laurel Pendergraft who have
joined our church family here at Hillcrest. We are looking forward to working with this young couple.
Every "One" Counts: When you give an
extra dollar each Sunday, it goes to help someone in need. If you know someone in need,
please contact Jennifer Daniels or Natalie McInturff.
If you can’t be here when we worship, visit our website,
Facebook page or YouTube channel to join us live or to
catch up on what you missed.
Please return your blue personal interest involvement
form. Your cooperation is very much appreciated.
Summer Tuesday Devo, Good Soil, will be this Tuesday
at 6:00 at Kent and Jennifer Daniels’ home. Boys bring
chips and girls bring desserts, please.

Today’s Sermons
A.M: The Talkers
(Danny Boggs)

Vacation Bible School is July 17 - 20. Be thinking and
praying about who you can invite to learn more about
God’s word. It will be a fun experience for all ages. There
are flyers on the welcome desk
that you can use to invite your
friends. Encourage them to enroll online.
PreVBS starts tonight at 5:45. Bring the kids to be encouraged about VBS and about inviting friends.
The carpet is done except for the nursery which will be
done by Wednesday. The fabric for the pews has not
come in yet. As soon as it does, the pews will be completed.
Some of our youth are going to participate at Horizons at
Freed Hardeman University. The van will leave at 6:30
am on Saturday.
July 10 will be an outdoor movie night for the young
adults It will be at the Gieblers. The movie will start at
dark but you are welcome to gather after church for food
and games.
Save the date: A young adult retreat will be held at Petit
Jean State Park on October 7-9. Watch for more details.
NCS has launched a Dream Big, Pray Bigger fund raiser
for the school. You may donate online or send it to the
school. More details are on the bulletin board. If you can
help them make their school better, it will be greatly
appreciated.
NCS is still looking for a teacher for grades 1 and 2 for
next school year.
You were so thoughtful and kind to provide meals and
snacks during our sojourn at NCS. We appreciateed it so
much! God Bless.
The Soujourners

PM: The Teachers
(Danny Boggs)
WORSHIP LEADERS
Today
AM Opening Prayer: Tucker Anderson
AM Closing Prayer: Pete Babb
Communion Prayers: Carl Cobb
PM Opening Prayer: Josh King
PM Closing Prayer: Todd Murray

This Wednesday
Announcements: Harold Speir
Singing: Peter Wald
Invitation: Jeremie Beller
Opening Prayer: Jackson Collinsworth
Closing Prayer: Charlie Phillips

RECORDS

6-19-22

6-20-21

Bible Study
AM Worship
PM Worship
Wednesday
Contribution
Budget

144
174
100
106
$8,493.40
$8,250.00

148
190
131
140
$9,003.29
$8,000.00

