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Am I Worthy to Partake?
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While worshiping with brethren in Honduras, I observed a Christian waving away the
Lord’s Supper and not participating. She was
a young lady in her late teens.
After the conclusion of worship, I had the
opportunity – in the presence of the local
preacher – to ask the young lady why she did
not partake of the Lord’s Supper. Her reply
was that she had done something bad the
previous week and she did not feel worthy to
partake of the Lord’s Supper.
In all likelihood, feeling unworthy to partake of the Lord’s Supper came from a misunderstanding of Paul’s instructions to the
Corinthians in 1 Corinthians 11.
The church in Corinth had corrupted the
Lord’s Supper by turning it into a divisive
activity instead of a unifying activity that was
designed by the Lord to draw brethren together in fellowship with each other and with the
Lord. The intention of some of the wealthy
was “not to eat the Lord’s Supper” (verse 20),
but to shame the poor. Paul then proceeds to
explain how Jesus established the Lord’s Supper (verses 23 – 25). He then says, “Therefore
whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of
the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be
guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord”
(verse 27). The phrase “in an unworthy manner” refers to the manner in which they were
participating in the Lord’s Supper and had
nothing to do with their “worthiness” to partake of the Lord’s Supper.
In verse 28, Paul says that each participant was to “examine himself” in order to
participate in a “worthy manner.” He further

explains that thought in verse 29, “For he who
eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to
himself if he does not judge the body rightly.”
The examination that each is to make of himself is to make sure he is participating in a
manner that does not shame the body of
Christ. The New Living Translation reads,
“For if you eat the bread or drink the cup
without honoring the body of Christ, you are
eating and drinking God's judgment upon
yourself.” This simply means that, as we partake of the Lord’s Supper, we are to do it
recognizing that we are partaking of the
Lord’s body and blood that was sacrificed for
us. We also partake of it as a unifying action
that binds us together with each other and with
our Lord. Thinking of it as nothing more than
just a cracker and juice does not honor the
body of Christ. Neither does thinking about
anything unrelated to our Lord’s sacrifice. To
do so is to dishonor the body of Christ.
Nowhere in Holy Scripture is there any
standard of worthiness established for any
Christian to be qualified to partake in the
Lord’s Supper. Every Christian has the responsibility to partake of the Lord’s Supper
upon the first day of every week, but does not
add “unless you have sinned the previous
week.” If it did, not many would be partaking
of the Lord’s Supper. In fact, a Christian who
has sinned all the more needs the strength and
encouragement that can come from participating.
May God help us to center our minds upon
the real meaning of the Lord’s Supper and to
partake in a way that honors the Lord who
gave His life for us.
Bob Murray

His own people, eager to do what is good – Titus 2:14

Kaden King will begin assisting Caleb with the youth
starting May 31.
There are dishes from the funeral in the fellowship room.
There are dishes left from other events in the ladies’
corner. Please stop and get your dishes.
Pam Babb, Carol Bessman, Fred and Carolyn Bukowich,
Joyce Clarkson, Vera Cornell, Lee Crabtree, Eli Dodson,
Jaren Dodson, Mary Jane Flint. Joe and Teresa Freund,
Wilma Hill, Justin Houston, Nadine Keith, Leopoldo
Lizardo, Becky Matthews, Larry McMahan, Cheryl Neilans, Lyn Pendergraft, Dale Privett, Lincoln Smith, Edith
Toney.
● Carolyn Bukowich is at Freeman West.
● Pat Risley is now home recovering from an accident.
● Lyn Pendergraft is waiting for conditions to be right for
her to have a surgery to implant a pace maker.
● Miles Wolgamott is having some health issues. Please
pray that they can find a way to solve his problems.
We are sad to announce that Troy Risley has passed on
from this life on Tuesday morning, but we are happy he
has received his eternal reward! Funeral arrangements
will be made soon.
Baptism: This past Sunday two people came forward to
be baptized into Christ, having their sins washed away.
Sierra Lovett, Lynda Holverson’s granddaughter, was
baptized following Sunday morning’s sermon, and Andrew Rasbury was baptized Sunday afternoon.
Every "One" Counts: When you
give an extra dollar each Sunday,
it goes to help someone in need.
This week we assisted a local gentleman that had some health issues and bills. If you know
someone who needs help, please contact Jennifer Daniels
or Natalie McInturff.
AM: Danny Boggs: Is This The End?
(1 Thessalonians 5:1-111)
PM: Persecuted and Really Blessed
(Matt. 5:10-12, Danny Boggs)

You can listen to the Sunday morning service on the
website at 10:00 or watch it on Facebook Live if you are
not able to join us.
You may put your giving in any of the baskets as you enter
or exit. You may also give online by going to our website.
Please join us on the website, Facebook, or YouTube for
our Sunday evening services at 6 p.m. Questions related
to the sermon will be sent to your email or can be picked
up from the welcome desk.
Join us Wednesday night for a night of prayer and singing at 7:00 p.m.
The youth mission trip that was planned for Mankato,
MN has been postponed until 2021.
Stop by the foyer and the back of the auditorium to sign
books for our five high school and college graduates: Sam
Collinsworth, Noah Reiboldt, Kaed Thomas, Emma Tribbey, and Mady Reiboldt.

We are looking forward to Vacation Bible Night on
Wednesday, July 1. This will replace our normal VBS.
Plans are being made for a safe, fun, night of Bible
learning. Watch for details.
Take home new issues of Christian Woman and Gospel
Advocate from the foyer or hallway.

PRAYER LEADERS
Sunday, May 31
•AM Opening: Jared Thomas
•Communion Prayer: Benny Haught
•AM Closing: Caleb Boggs

Wednesday, June 3
•Opening: Casey Flint
•Closing: John Deffenbaugh

RECORDS
Bible Study
AM Worship
PM Worship
Wednesday
Contribution
Budget

5-24-20
202
123
$6,522.49
$7,864.15

5-26-19
139
195
119
na
$9,004.83
$7,717.37

